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His Excellency President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih,  

Vice President, Honourable Ministers,  

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentleman: 

A very Good Morning!  

It is my pleasure to welcome you, on behalf of the Government of Maldives to the 
fourth edition of the Maldives Partnership Forum, “Investing in a Resilient and 
Sustainable Maldives”. 

Today, marks the beginning of a renewed trust of partnership, between the 
Government of Maldives under the leadership of His Excellency President Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih, and the international community. President Solih championed 
human rights, good governance and the rule of law, as pillars of his presidential 
pledges, and we are gathered here to seek your support in our efforts to deliver this 
promise to our people.  

Our past experience in holding such an event almost 10 years ago, provided the 
foundations for the decision to bring together all our partners under one roof, and to 
share with you the developmental journey towards “Jazeera Raajje,” the beacon of 
hope we promised to our people. Today, we seek constructive and meaningful 
dialogue. We seek partnerships and cooperation. We shall honour this with deep 
sincerity. 

Excellencies, 

The Maldives Partnership Forum we begin today is our call for your assistance to 
launch this ambitious paradigm shift envisaged in Jazeera Raajje. MPF 2019 is the 
beginning of a series of collaborative forums which will run not only through this 
five-year term of President Solih, but one that will carry forward constructive 
engagement between the people of the Maldives and the international community. 



Your presence here today is reflective of the strong message of your willingness to 
partner with us in our journey.  I thank you all on behalf of the Government of 
Maldives.  

Excellencies, and Distinguished Delegates, 

During the course of the next two days, the Partnership Forum will focus on five 
main thematic areas, namely; 

On the present macroeconomic and fiscal situation of the country; 

On the Blue Economy, in addressing inclusivity and sustainability in economic 
development; 

On enhancing social outcomes, investing in healthcare, education and housing – but 
also looking at the role of the youth, on gender issues and culture; 

In building robust institutions, how we plan to address historic challenges 
surrounding governance and justice; 

And finally, a discussion on how the Government plans to collaborate with the 
private sector on key areas. 

These thematic areas have been developed with purpose and with specific targets. 
Each theme covers relevant policies this Government has formulated, based on its 
proposed national development plans and key strategic priorities, which we need to 
achieve, in order to attain our pledge to deliver Jazeera Raajje.  

Jazeera Raajje envisions a paradigm shift in social, economic and political 
development. The enormous challenge at the onset is to engage with the community 
allowing the people to embrace what we aspire for holistically. A human rights-
based approach towards “Investing in a Resilient and Sustainable Maldives,” can 
only be achieved through ownership and active participation of the beneficiaries. 
Our priority is to ensure engagement; to facilitate the free flow of constructive 
dialogue between the Executive including the local councils and the people. This, I 
believe, is a prerequisite to pave a sustainable pathway for development - 
development that levels the playing field for one and all, women, men and children, 
without discrimination. 

Excellencies, 



It is my sincere belief that through the discussions and interactions we hold over the 
next two days, you will come to better appreciate the myriad of challenges we face 
and the developmental aspirations we seek.  

I look forward to your active and productive engagement in fulfilling our solemn 
pledge to deliver Jazeera Raajje -  a Maldives that will ensure the highest principles 
of social justice to each and every one of our citizens. 

I thank you. 

 


